Town of Dover

Mayor and Board of Aldermen
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CAUCUS MINUTES

APRIL 25, 2006     

CALL MEETING TO ORDER:  Meeting called to order at 7pm by Mayor Dodd.

FLAG SALUTE

INVOCATION

ROLL CALL:  

Present: Aldermen Romaine, Fahy, Burbridge, Newman Delaney, Poolas, Visioli, Ryan and Mayor Dodd

Also present:  Administrator Garvin, Attorney Pennella and Clerk Verga.

SUNSHINE LAW STATEMENT

In accordance with the provisions set forth in the Open Public Meeting Law, notification of this meeting has been sent to all officially designated Town newspapers and notice is posted in the Town Hall. 

PUBLICH HEARING ON 2006 BUDGET:

Mayor Dodd introduced David Evans the Town’s Auditor.  Mr. Evans commended the board on a job well done concerning the budget. This years budget is increasing by 4.8 tax points verses last years 16.2 increase.

Alderman Burbridge asked if we were applying for extraordinary aid. Mr. Evans and Ms. Garvin both replied that the town does not qualify for it.  

MUNICIPAL CORRESPONDENCE:

1. NJ League of Municipalities re:  Update on Low Speed Vehicles (LSV’s)

2. NJ League of Municipalities re:  Smoke Free Air Act

3. NJ League of Municipalities re:  3rd Annual Property Tax Summit

4. NJ League of Municipalities re:  Sample Resolution Supporting A-1425 on Cap Law Relief

5. NJ League of Municipalities re:  Voter Approvals for School Budgets Plummet

6. NJ League of Municipalities re:  School Budgets and Property Tax Reform

7. NJ League of Municipalities re:  Federal Legislation “Communications, Opportunity, Promotion and Enhancement Act of 2006” (COPE 2006)

8. NJ League of Municipalities re:  Safe Kids New Jersey

9. NJ Highlands Water Protection and Planning Council re:  4/20/06 Agenda

10. Resolution from Township of Hanover re:  Adoption of A-1425 Municipal Cap Law Relief

11. Resolution from Township of Hanover re:  Opposing Cablevision’s Digital Cable Service Requirements

12. Ordinance from Township of Randolph re:  Establishing New Minimum Stormwater Management Requirements and Controls

13. Ordinance from Borough of Rockaway re:  Establishing New Minimum Stormwater Management Requirements and Controls
Alderman Visioli wanted to compliment the Town of Dover’s planning board on their initiative for our Stormwater Management Plan.
AGENDA ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION:

ORDINANCE(S) INTRODUCTION

1. Ordinance #16-2006 Vacating a portion of the Right of Way of North Sussex Street – Alderman Poolas

RESOLUTIONS

2. Resolution Approving Bills List

3. Resolution Authorizing the Execution of a Mutual Firefighting and EMS Assistance Agreement with Randolph Township

4. Resolution Canceling the Regularly Scheduled Governing Body Meeting of 5/09/06 

5. Resolution Awarding Bid for the 2005-2006 Bond Project No. 1 Curb and Drainage Improvements to Tony’s Concrete Construction Corporation

6. Resolution Approving Raffle License for Sacred Heart Church to be held at Father Connolly Parish Center on 5/20/06 from 6:00 p.m. to 12:00 midnight

7. Resolution Approving One-Day ABC License for El Somero Mayor Non-Profit Corp. (#2) to be held at the Baker Theatre (#5) 41 W. Blackwell Street on 5/13/06 from 7:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m.
8. Resolution Approving One-Day ABC License for Sacred Heart Church (#2) to be held at Father Connolly Parish Center (#2) 2 Richards Avenue on 5/20/06 from 6:00 p.m. to 12:00 midnight. 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
April 25, 2006

CALL TO ORDER Meeting was called to order at 7:23 PM by Mayor Dodd
ROLL CALL 
Present: Aldermen Romaine, Fahy, Burbridge, Newman Delaney, Poolas, Visioli, Ryan and Mayor Dodd

Also present:  Administrator Garvin, Attorney Pennella and Clerk Verga.

SUNSHINE LAW STATEMENT

In accordance with the provisions set forth in the Open Public Meeting Law, notification of this meeting has been sent to all officially designated Town newspapers and notice is posted in the Town Hall. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Meeting Opened to the Public by Mayor Dodd. Seeing no hands and hearing no voices, this portion of meeting was closed to Public by Mayor Dodd.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
An update on Rt. 46 reconstruction meeting held with DOT on April 20, 2006 was reported on. DOT will give a presentation to be held either on May 23 or June 13 of 2006 to answer additional questions from the Board or the public prior to finishing their due diligence.

In response to inadequate lighting complaints around the Town of Dover, a Government Affairs Representative from JCP&L met with Dover Town Administrator along with Mayor Dodd. JCPL will do an inventory of the entire town and change over from incandescent to sodium vapor lights with increased lumens. This process should begin sometime in June 2006. Mayor Dodd reported that the change over is at no cost to the Town.
A business owners meeting will be held on April 26 at 6pm at Town Hall.

Alderman Burbridge requested an update on the bike racks in the downtown area. Administrator Garvin gave an update of the status regarding the SHIPO approval. 

MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor Dodd commended the Board of Education on the new renovations to the Middle School as well as the work that was accomplished in this year’s school budget and its minimum increase.
A Mayor’s conference was attended with focus of topic on property taxes.  Several various seminars were attended by Mayor Dodd during the month. 

Mayor Dodd will be establishing a youth advisory council in conjunction with the BOE and the Town of Dover. 

ALDERMEN/COMMITTEE REPORTS
Alderman Newman: 
Street & Roads are doing work required of them. Alderman Newman received a letter from town resident, Jon Sperry, regarding keeping our volunteer Fire Department the way it is. Alderman Newman backs the Fire Department on this. Alderman Newman requested that the Mayor and Board draft a letter to State elected officials regarding the time commitment in regards to training and the time schedules.  Attorney Pennella felt a resolution would be more effective than a letter; it will be prepared for the next meeting. 
Alderman Newman voiced his concerns regarding the hazard of being able to make a right hand turn on red light to pedestrians and would like some streets changed.  Mayor Dodd reported that before this can be done, the lights must be recognized by the State. It was found in the past that these lights were not recognized. This takes resources which we did not have at the time. We will have to revisit this again for the sake of public safety. Mayor Dodd requested a meeting be scheduled with the Police Department.
Alderman Poolas: 
The Tom Barth Memorial was dedicated. Alderman Poolas reported that the Board of Ed did an excellent job with the Middle School addition. Several meetings were attended. Fishing Derby plans are underway and there will be nice trout for the children. Several residential issues were addressed. Vial of Life update was given. 

Alderman Delaney: 
Police Department has “slow down” signs for the general public. Incidents have increased as related to traffic issues. There has been increase in Police presence in the wards. Taxi Committee is working on fine tuning the taxi ordinance especially in the area of time line required for finger printing. All companies now have a copy of the ordinance. 
Alderman Burbridge: 
Took the tour of the new Middle School and commended the Board of Education on a job well done.  Attended the Shade Tree and Library Board meetings and reported on same. She questioned Town Attorney regarding the taxi ordinance and whether we will have to pay the attorney if this is not enforceable and would this be a conflict of interest if he has to defend an ordinance that he, the town attorney wrote. Attorney Pennella responded in detail to the question asked by Alderman Burbridge. 
Alderman Fahy: 
Attended the Little League Parade as well as the Dover Middle School walk through. 

Alderman Fahy commended PO Kerner and the number of traffic stops he makes. Attended Recreation Department meeting and reported on same. 

Alderman Ryan: 
Reported on Board of Education issues and the success of the passage of the Budget. Attended the April 18th Board of Education meeting and reported on same. He explained his reason for voting against the Taxi Ordinance was largely in part to the English fluency clause. 
Alderman Visioli: 
Read an article about hydrogen cyanide, hidden danger in many homes (found in plastics) training is important, but questioned the burden of cost upon the towns as the State sets forth new regulations. Alderman Visioli has been researching potential exceptions and violations as it relates to his proposed ordinance for oversized vehicles parked in residential areas.

Alderwoman Romaine: 
The walk thru at Dover Middle School was attended as well as the Little League Parade.  Engineering updates – on top of list for 2005/2006 – the Contract is being awarded for curbing and drainage for sections of Elena Place, Brook, Goodale, Lincoln, Madison and Thompson. Paving will be done in the fall. FedEx access road has been paved. Small Cities Grant for Myrtle Ave is out to bid for milling, paving and drainage. DEP inspection was made and as a result we passed.  All records on sight and up to date. All requirements have been met. Historic Preservation Commission ordinance will be reviewed by the Planning Board. 
At this point, Mayor Dodd interjected that this Saturday will be kick-off for Community Clean Up. There is scheduled to be approximately 12 Community Service people from the Courts. Focus will be downtown areas first. 

Connie Sibona-Foster reported that a grant was received from Howmet Corporation for $3,000. 

A portion of this money will be used to plant pachysandra around the trees in the downtown area. 

Robin Foster reported on the Dogs of Dover Committee and the Silent Auction that will be held, Sunday at Dover High School to raise funds for the restoration of the dogs. A generous grant of $2,500 was received from Howmet Corporation. Mayor Dodd thanked Chairman Foster and the Committee for a job well done.
ATTORNEY REPORT
Taxi litigation is at stand still because the complaint has not been re-filed.  Attorney Pennella met with the Taxi Committee with regards to enforcement and administration issues. All four companies involved in litigation have received cancellation notices effective Monday if premiums are not received. He met with Town Engineer regarding the review of the Historic Preservation ordinance. The Town Attorney appeared before the County Tax Board of Appeals and reported on same. 

CONSENT AGENDA 
ORDINANCE(S) INTRODUCTION

Ordinance #16-2006 Vacating a portion of the Right of Way of North Sussex Street- First Reading
ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE TOWN OF DOVER VACATING A PORTION OF THE RIGHT AWAY OF 

NORTH SUSSEX STREET


Be it ORDAINED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Dover, County of Morris, and State of New Jersey as follows:



Section 1.
There is hereby vacated from North Sussex Street, a seven foot strip along the westerly side of North Sussex Street between Clinton Street (Route 15) and East McFarland Street (Route 46) pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:67-1.



Section 2.
All ordinances or parts of ordinances contrary to or inconsistent with this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistencies.



Section 3.
If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision, and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions hereof.



Section 4.
This ordinance shall take effect in accordance with law.

Alderman Pools has moved the foregoing Ordinance be adopted and was duly seconded by Alderman Romaine and was passed by the following vote.

AYES: Aldermen Burbridge, Poolas, Romaine, Ryan, Visioli, Fahy, Delaney, Newman, Mayor Dodd

NOES: none



ABSTAIN: none


ABSENT:  none
RESOLUTIONS
Resolution Approving Bills List (attached at end)
Resolution Authorizing the Execution of a Mutual Firefighting and EMS Assistance Agreement with Randolph Township

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN

OF THE TOWN OF DOVER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A MUTUAL 

FIREFIGHTING AND EMS ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT 

WITH THE TOWNSHIP OF RANDOLPH

WHEREAS, the Town of Dover and Township of Randolph wish to enter into a mutual aid agreement for the provisions of fire fighting and EMS assistance; and

WHEREAS,  N.J.S.A. 40A:14-26 provides for emergency assistance for fire and police protection from another municipality; and

WHEREAS,  it is in the public interest to provide for this additional coverage and support ; and

WHEREAS,  the agreement is non-binding and subject to the immediate needs of each municipality at the time of the request for assistance; and

WHEREAS,  there contains in the agreement provisions for the reimbursement of materials used or other direct expenses or losses; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Dover, County of Morris and State of New Jersey as follows:

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to execute a mutual firefighting and EMS assistance agreement with the Township of Randolph.

Resolution Canceling the Regularly Scheduled Governing Body Meeting of 5/09/06 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE TOWN OF DOVER CANCELLING THE REGULARLY SCHEDULED GOVERNING BODY MEETING OF MAY 9, 2006


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Dover established a list of regularly scheduled meeting for the year 2006 by Resolution; and


WHEREAS, one of the regularly scheduled meetings was May 9, 2006; and


WHEREAS, a number of the members of the Board wish to cancel such meeting and schedule a Special Meeting for May 8, 2006;


NOW THEREFORE, be it hereby RESOLVED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Dover as follows:



1.
The meeting of May 9, 2006 is hereby cancelled.



2.
A Special Meeting is hereby called for May 8, 2006.  The Clerk is hereby authorized to send out all notices pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act.

Resolution Awarding Bid for the 2005-2006 Bond Project No. 1 Curb and Drainage Improvements to Tony’s Concrete Construction Corporation

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDEMEN OF THE TOWN OF DOVER AWARDING A BID FOR THE 2005-2006 

BOND PROJECT NO. 1 CURB AND DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS


WHEREAS, the Town of Dover has bonded for various curb and drainage improvements in the Town of Dover; and


WHEREAS, the Town has solicited bids from contractors pursuant to the Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et. seq.; and


WHEREAS, a total of six competitive bids were received; and


WHEREAS, the lowest three bids are as follows:



a.
Tony’s Concrete Construction Corporation:
$338,387.50,






b.
Jenicar Builders, Inc.:

$354,525.00,



c.
Cedar Contracting:

$382,507.50; and


WHEREAS, the Municipal Engineer has reviewed the bids submitted and has recommended the awarding of the bid to the low bidder, Tony’s Concrete Construction Corporation; and


WHEREAS, Tony’s Concrete Construction Corporation meets all of the bid specifications; and


WHEREAS, there are funds available to the municipality through the Bond Ordinances mentioned;


NOW THEREFORE, it hereby RESOLVED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Dover, County of Morris and State of New Jersey as follows:



1.
The bid for the 2005-2006 Bond Project No. 1 Curb and Drainage Improvements is hereby awarded to Tony’s Concrete Construction Corporation for $338,387.50; and

2. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to execute a contract with a successful bidder for such amount of money.
Resolution Approving Raffle License for Sacred Heart Church to be held at Father Connolly Parish Center 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN

OF THE TOWN OF DOVER APPROVING OF RAFFLE LICENSES

WHEREAS, the below listed organizations have applied for Raffle Licenses; and

WHEREAS, such licenses have been reviewed by the appropriate departments and found to meet with all of the requirements and conditions of the municipality; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Dover, County of Morris and State of New Jersey as follows:



1.
The below listed raffles for the dates set forth following their name are hereby approved:

A. Sacred Heart Church on May 20, 2006 at the Father Connolly Parish Center, 2 Richards Avenue, Dover, NJ from 6pm through 12:00 midnight.

Alderman Dodd has moved the foregoing Ordinance be adopted and was duly seconded by Alderman Romaine and were passed by the following vote.

AYES: Aldermen Burbridge, Poolas, Romaine, Ryan, Visioli, Fahy, Delaney, Newman, Mayor Dodd

NOES: none



ABSTAIN: none


ABSENT:  none

Resolution Approving One-Day ABC License for El Somero Mayor Non-Profit Corp. 

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the El Sonero Mayor Corp filed an application for their second Special Permit for Social Affair to be held at the Baker Theater, which is their fifth event; and


WHEREAS, El Sonero Mayor Corp, a non-profit organization is permitted to have twelve events per year and the Baker Theater is permitted to have twenty-five; and


WHEREAS, the Police Chief will determine what special conditions if any are needed.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Dover that said application be approved and that the respective Social Affair Permit be granted; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Clerk and Police Chief are authorized to sign said application.

Resolution Approving One-Day ABC License for Sacred Heart Church 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE TOWN OF DOVER APPROVING AN ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE SOCIAL AFFAIR PERMIT PURSUANT TO 

N.J.A.C. 13:2-5.1 FOR SACRED HEART CHURCH

WHEREAS, Sacred Heart Church filed an application for their second Special Permit for Social Affair to be held at the Father Connolly Parish center; and


WHEREAS, Sacred Heart Church, has provided proof of their status as a non-profit organization operating solely for civic, religious, educational, charitable, fraternal, social or recreational purposes and not for gain; and


WHEREAS, this request being the second request is within the permitted limits of twelve social affairs permits allowed a per non-profit organization; and


WHEREAS, the approval of this at Father Connolly Parish is within the twenty-five permitted per location, being the second event held at such location;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Dover, County of Morris and the State of New Jersey as follows:



1.          That the application of Sacred Heart Church be approved for an Alcoholic Beverage Social Affair Permit to be held on May 20, 2006 at the Father Connolly Parish Center, 2 Richards Avenue, Dover, NJ from 6pm through 12 midnight.

3. This approval is conditioned upon security satisfactory to the Town of Dover Chief of Police being in place for this event.
Alderman Burbridge has moved the foregoing Resolutions be adopted and was duly seconded by Alderman Romaine and were passed by the following vote.

AYES: Aldermen Burbridge, Romaine, Ryan, Visioli, Fahy, Delaney, Newman, Mayor Dodd

NOES: none



ABSTAIN: Poolas

ABSENT:  none

UNFINISHED OR NEW BUSINESS

Mayor Dodd read a statement stating that we now have a signed contract appointing Ms.Bibi Stewart Garvin as our Town Administrator. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS : Mayor Dodd opened this portion of the meeting to the public.
Kathleen Olenick - 338 W. Clinton Street. Her issue was related to the increase of traffic that Dover is experiencing and the hazards. There has been an increase in the number of accidents on the Rt. 15 corridor.  The Mayor asked the Administrator to set up meeting with DOT to see what help they can give us in this area. She also wanted to know if the tax payers are protected against suits and costs to the town in relation to the Taxi Ordinance. 

Ray Newkirk - 93 Baker St.  Questioned if this Board is purchasing a new ambulance and if so why. Mayor Dodd responded yes. The Town Administrator reported that the useful life of the old ambulance has exceeded the maintenance fees associated with maintaining it. He also questioned why we are not privatizing our ambulance service as other towns have.
Renee Jacoby - Baker St. Thanked Mayor for looking into safety issue waiting in court. She spoke about the right of people to speak freely at a Town Meeting. She is still questioning why she has not received answers to her previous concerns and questions. Mayor Dodd did not have the answers at this time, but her concerns are being addressed. 

Connie Sibona-Foster - 90 Penn Ave.  Several meetings ago, Alderman Burbridge passed along a comment made by our Town Librarian stating that he had gone to the New High School Media Center and he said “did you notice something is missing, there were not many books.” Ms. Foster reported that there are over 75,000 books in the Media Center and it is a “media center” –media is not only written text. To repeat that comment was not in good taste.  Bike racks – she had asked Ms. Burbridge many months ago if the racks were of “historical” element, Ms. Burbridge has assured her they were. Ms. Foster has been waiting to see what the NJ Transit racks look like. She also commented that it was a slap in the face to Town Engineer Hantson stating he was delayed in getting to her request to get paperwork to SHIPO for the bikes. 
Bill Cook –Princeton Ave. –addressed Alderman Burbridge regarding the sycamore trees around the proposed Walgreens Store.  Much research was done and site plan changes made in regards to the trees. As a result 3 of the trees are coming down (2) because they are in the way of driveway and (1) because it is strictly a safety issue.  In return for this, Walgreens is taking all of the Maple and Oak Trees that surround the current Kubert School and replacing with 6” balled trees instead of the required 4” balled trees. Shade Tree chairman, Andy Du Jack, felt that was the proper way to do things and was well planned.
This portion of the meeting was closed to the Public.

Motion made by Alderman Newman to adjourn at 9:25 and seconded by Alderman Romaine.

Ayes:  Aldermen  Burbridge, Poolas, Romaine, Ryan, Visioli, Fahy, Delaney, Newman, Mayor Dodd


